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To get advice on your RV insurance or 

request an insurance quote, please give 

us a call at 888-774-6778. An Explorer 

representative will be happy to discuss 

your specific RV insurance needs. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.explorerrv.com/quote-stage-1/Default.aspx?&&hsCtaTracking=c92af7ae-4c01-4076-beaf-759c2b6d51e5%7C503c185e-055e-4dfb-a3a6-a85db718c841


 Quote of the Month 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy New Year & welcome to 
another monthly issue of RV 
Consumer Magazine.  This digital  
magazine was designed just for 
the RV consumer.  
 

The "RV Consumer" is an 
individual or household who 
uses RV products, goods and 
services produced in our 
economy. Our goal is to provide 
you, the consumer, with useful 
RV information, tips, videos, & 
products to help make all  of 
your RV experiences safe, fun & 
stress free. 
 

The more you understand about 
your RV the more you can enjoy 
it! Our motto is very simple and 
straight to the point,  
 

Please take a minute to visit our 
informative websites at: 
www.rveducation101.com 
www.rvconsumer.com 
www.rvuniversity.com 
for more great RV information 
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  CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ŘŜǎƪ Mark 
  Polk 

ά!ǎ L ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ōȅ w±Σ ŎǊƛǎǎŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴƛŎǳǊŜŘ 
highways and byways, I contemplate our forefathers 
rugged journey westward by horse and wagon. They 
truly were first generation American RVersΦέ 
~ Mark Polk  

Donôt miss a single issue 

Subscribe NOW 
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I was recently asked a question and 

felt like the answer could be useful to 

lots of RV owners, so I am using the 

question as the topic for this article. 

Q: Hi Mark, we live in Virginia and are 

preparing our RV for winter storage. I 

just had the RV winterized, but I am 

concerned about how or what to do to 

properly store my RV batteries. Do you 

have any advice to offer? 

A: The two most common causes for 

RV battery failure are undercharging 

and overcharging.  Undercharging is a 

result of batteries being repeatedly 

discharged and not fully recharged 

between cycles. If a battery is not 

recharged the sulfate material that 

attaches to the discharged portions of 

the plates begins to harden into 

crystals. Over time this sulfate cannot 

be converted back into active plate 

material and the battery is ruined. This 

also occurs when a battery remains 

discharged for an extended period of 

time, like during storage. Sulfation is 

the number one cause of battery 

failure. The second leading cause of 

battery failure is overcharging. 

Overcharging batteries results in 

severe water loss and plate corrosion.  
 

With that said letôs look at how to 

properly store your RV batteries. 

Cold 

Weather  
Battery Maintenance 

Note: You will need to decide the best 
method for draining and disposing of 
the RV antifreeze. Much of it can be 
drained into a large bucket. Most RV 
antifreeze is biodegradable and safe 
to the environment, but you should 
check before disposing of it.    

Before we talk about storing the 

batteries we need to talk about battery 

safety. Lead acid batteries contain 

sulfuric acid which is extremely 

corrosive and can cause severe burns 

or even blindness. And the hydrogen 

gas that batteries produce when 

theyôre charging is very explosive. 

When you work around batteries you 

need to wear goggles and gloves, 

remove all jewelry and do not smoke or 

use any open flames. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When you put the RV in  

long term storage itôs a good 

 idea to remove the batteries and put 

them in storage too. This is quite 

simple to do. The first thing we want to 

do is visually inspect the batteries for 

any obvious damage. Any fluid on or 

around the battery may be an 

indication that electrolyte is leaking 

from the battery. A damaged or leaking 

battery should be replaced 

immediately. Whenever you remove 

any battery always remember to  

remove the negative terminal or cable 

first, and then the positive cable. >> 

 

                                         Continued > 
 

5 www.rvconsumer.com 

By Mark Polk 

Caution: If you accidentally get 
battery acid on your skin, flush it 
with lots of water and if it gets in 
your eyes flush with low pressure 
water for 15 minutes and call a 
doctor. 

http://rvconsumer.com/
http://www.batteryminders.com/batterycharger/catalog/Camping-RV-Battery-Chargers-orderby0-p-1-c-243.html
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Battery Tip: When you remove a 

battery turn off the ignition switch, all 

electrical switches, and any battery 

disconnect switches before you 

 disconnect the battery cables.  
 

Whenever you remove any battery 

cables label them first so you remember 

how they go back on the battery. When 

you reinstall the battery do it in the 

reverse order. Install the positive cable 

first and then the negative cable.  
 

Clean the batteries with a 50/50 mixture 

of baking soda and water if necessary, 

i.e. use one pound of baking soda to 

one gallon of water. Now you can check 

the electrolyte level in each cell and add 

distilled water if necessary. The 

minimum level required is at the top of 

the plates. If itôs below the plates add 

enough distilled water to cover the 

plates before you charge the battery.  
 

Test the battery state of charge with a 

voltmeter or hydrometer and charge any 

batteries that are at or below 80%. An 

80% charge is approximately 12.5 volts 

for a 12-volt battery and 6.25 volts for a 

6-volt battery. Lead sulfation starts when 

a battery state of charge drops below 

80%. After charging the batteries check 

and fill each cell to 1/8 inch below the fill 

well with distilled water. Overfilling cells 

will cause battery acid to overflow. 

Caution: Batteries should only be 

charged in a well ventilated area and 

keep any sparks and open flames away 

from a battery being charged. Check the 

electrolyte levels before and after 

charging batteries.           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clean & remove the batteries 

Check & adjust water levels 

Test & recharge as required 

Play Video 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OJrSr54OyfY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OJrSr54OyfY
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A discharged or partially charged 

battery will freeze much faster than a 

charged battery. Store the batteries in a 

cool dry place, but not where they could 

freeze. Batteries in storage will loose a 

percentage of current through internal 

leakage. Itôs not uncommon for a battery 

to discharge up to 10% a month when it 

is being stored. Cold temperatures slow 

this natural discharge process down 

and warmer temperatures speed the 

process up. Test the stored battery state 

of charge every month and charge 

batteries that are at or below an 80% 

state of charge. Completely charge the 

batteries before re-installing them next 

spring. For optimum performance you 

can equalize the batteries after they are 

fully charged. An equalizing charge is 

an increase in charging voltage similar 

to a bulk charge to convert any 

crystallized lead sulfate back into its 

original components.  

 If you decide to leave the batteries in 

the RV while it is in storage remember 

to check the state of charge monthly 

and charge any batteries at or below an 

80% charge. Some RV converter multi-

stage chargers and aftermarket 

chargers are designed to maintain a 

float charge on the battery without 

removing the batteries from the RV. 

Remember, for the converter charger to 

work the RV will need to be plugged in 

to electricity.  RV 101 

For more information on 

RV batteries check out our 

Deep Cycle Battery DVD 

Watch Battery Minder Video 

http://rveducation101.com/detailedinformation.asp?ID=3009
http://rveducation101.com/videostream/?clip=Battery_Minder


 
hǳǊ άDƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ w± DƻƭŘέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜƭŦ-paced 
online RV training program offering over 45 one-on-
one RV training videos, 50 feature articles, 60 RV 
tips and much more.                     Learn More> 
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Meet RV BUZZ 
 

RV Buzz is our 
mascot. Pay 
close attention  
when you see 

RV Buzz. He offers some 
great RV tips and important 
cautions & warnings. 

 
 

 

 

Deep cycle batteries come in all different sizes. 

Some are designated by group size, like Group 

24, 27 and 31. Basically the larger the battery 

the more amp hours you get. Depending on your 

needs and the amount of space you have 

available there are several options when it 

comes to batteries. You can use one 12-volt 

Group 24 deep cycle battery that provides 70 to 

85 amp hours or you can use two or more 12-

volt batteries wired in parallel. Parallel wiring 

increases amp hours but not voltage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The life expectancy of 

your RV batteries 

depends on you. How 

theyôre used, how well 

theyôre maintained, how 

theyôre discharged, how 

theyôre re-charged, and 

how they are stored all 

contribute to a 

battery(s) life span. A 

battery cycle is one 

complete discharge 

from 100% down to 

about 50% and then re-

charged back to 100%. 
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http://goforthervgold.com/
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Make your least favorite job at the campground much easier 

by using an EZ Coupler  Bayonet Sewer System with rotating 

fittings. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Watch 

Video 

RV Safe Travel Quick Tip  

 

Take plenty of breaks when youôre 

traveling. Stopping, stretching out and 

taking brief walks can revitalize you. 

Do not rush to get to your vacation 

destination. Driving too fast and for 

long periods of time can result in 

fatigue and falling asleep at the wheel. 

If you feel tired you should pull over 

and rest or change drivers. Itôs a good 

idea to switch drivers every few hours.  
  RV 101 

Travel safe in 

2012 and 

remember, 

getting there is 

half the fun ! 

http://rveducation101.com/videostream/indexProducts.htm?clip=Valterra_video_3A
http://rveducation101.com/videostream/indexProducts.htm?clip=Valterra_video_3A
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I recently had the opportunity to sit down 
and chat with Evanne Schmarder, a friend and 
colleague of ours. She is a full-time RVer and 
the producer & host of The RV Cooking Show 
 

Evanne and her husband enjoy visiting  RV 
destinations while discovering easy, healthy, 
destination-related recipes to demonstrate to 
her audience. If you enjoy travel and food you 
ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅ 9ǾŀƴƴŜΩǎ ǎƘƻǿΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǎŜŜ 
what  she has to say. 
 

MP: Hi Evanne, welcome and thanks for 
taking some  time to talk with me today. 
Many of us know you as the host of the RV 
/ƻƻƪƛƴƎ {ƘƻǿΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀŎƪ-story?  
 

ES: Glad to be here Mark, thanks. In the late 
флΩǎ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ L ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΣ 
Oregon and we both had busy jobs that 
distracted us from the gray weather. After a 
Caribbean cruise we knew we wanted more 
sunshine but we had no plan. What we did 
have, however, was an RV park on the island 
where our floating home was moored. Many 
ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŜΩŘ ǿŀƴŘŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ 
the park, stroll around, check out the rigs and 
visit with the RVersΦ LǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜΣ ǿŜ RVers live up 
to our rep as really friendly folks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In September 1999 the Portland Fall RV 
& Van Show caught our attention and 
ǿŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŘŀȅΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀ 
bit of a blur from that point on. We 
ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǿŜΩŘ w± ƛƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΣ ǎǳƴƴȅ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ άǎŜǘǘƭŜ Řƻǿƴέ 
and began dreaming. Homes in our 
neighborhood typically took 9-12 
months to sell. We put ours up for sale 
in March 2000, expecting to have 
plenty of time to plan, and it sold in 
one week. Now we were on a fast-
ǘǊŀŎƪΧǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
May.  
Between liquidating almost all of our 
earthly possessions, to giving notice at 
our jobs, to finding our perfect rig, to 
having get togethers with friends (that 
were equally in disbelief and thrilled 
ŦƻǊ ǳǎύ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƭŜǿ ōȅΦ LΩƳ ǎƻ ƎƭŀŘ L ƪŜǇǘ ŀ 
written record of that period on a 
monthly calendar. When I look back at 
ƛǘΣ LΩƳ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ ōǳǘ ƻƘΣ 
it was a heady time.  

http://rvcookingshow.com/
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bƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘ w± ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎ 
class on wheels, viewed by an international 
audience of RV dreamers to longtime full-
ǘƛƳŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴΧŀƴŘ L ƭƻǾŜΣ 
love, love doing it!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In one of those weird clashes of fantasy 
and reality, two weeks into our RV 
adventure ς just when you normally 
have to go back to work ς it hit us, this 
was not a vacation but our new 
lifestyle. I can clearly picture myself in 
Albuquerque, NM thinking there is no 
home to return to, no job, no 
ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΧǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƛǘΦ   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
{ƻΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Ŧǳƭƭ-time RVers since 
May 2000 and have found not just one 
perfect place but many perfect places 
ŀƴŘ άǎŜǘǘƭƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴέ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŘǎΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
somewhat younger than most other 
full-timers, we have plenty in common 
with our on-the-road peers and we 
really enjoy them. 
 MP: So how did the RV Cooking Show 
come about? 
ES: As an RVer, you know how much 
fun it is to visit with other campers, talk 
travel and share stories, meals and 
ǊŜŎƛǇŜǎΦ ²ŜΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ 
ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ōŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƴƻǘŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ 
my shoulder as I cooked. The RV 
Cooking Show began as a lark, to share 
my recipes and my travels with my 
friends all across the country. Interest 
grew and the show turned into more 
than just a way to entertain my friends.  

I hope viewers feel like they 
could be on my couch, 
cocktail in hand, sharing 
travel tips and getting 
hungry for dinner every time 
they tune in. If only we had 
smell-evision.  

¢ƘŜ ǎƘƻǿΩǎ ǘŀƎ ƭƛƴŜΣ Love to travel? Love to 
eat?, really sums it up. After almost 12 years 
of full-timing we still have places on our 
άƳǳǎǘ-ǎŜŜέ ƭƛǎǘΦ The U.S. is so diverse 

with magnificent scenery, fascinating 

people, surprises around many corners. 

As far as food goes, I believe simple 

dishes serve as souvenirs and menus 

live on as memory makers.  
 continued 


