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Hi Folks, 
 

I hope everybody had a wonderful Christmas, and we would like to wish you 

a safe and happy New Year. At the last minute we decided to JUST RV IT 

and take a quick RV trip to Pennsylvania to visit some of our family. It was 

fun and very cold, compared to the temperatures we are accustomed to.  
 

The inaugural issue of our new RV Consumer e-magazine was very 

successful, with more readers than any of our previous e-newsletters in the 

past. We plan to continue publishing the new e-magazine, but still need to 

decide if it will be on a monthly or quarterly basis. Iôll keep you posted. 
 

The winner of our RV Smart Tablet contest was John Marshall. Here is 

Johnôs winning comments: A complete package for the RVer. I could watch 

your videos, read your RV book to stimulate the RV mind, use the checklists 

for the preparations required in the planning for an RV vacation. Store 

photos of our RV trips and adventures for our family and friends to see as 

we just RV it. Read my favourite westerns and play my favourite music. 

Ahhhh, relaxation. The RV Smart Tablet is a great addition to the RV 

lifestyle. What else could a man want besides his wife, his RV, the open 

road and a new RVing tool. WHAT A LIFE!  
 

We sent John the RV Smart Tablet loaded with six full-feature RV Education 

101 RV training videos, our best-selling RV Book in e-book format, and our 

Checklists for RVers e-book valued at over $200.00. The RV Smart Tablet 

will be available on 15 January 2012 for only $169.95. If you would like to 

get your name on a waiting list just email me and we will update you as 

soon as the RV Smart Tablet is available. mark@rveducation101.com  
 

Enjoy this weekôs e-newsletter and weôll see you right back here again next 

week. Until then, plan your trip, travel safe and enjoy your RV experiences.  
 

Mark  
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http://www.rvuniversity.com/article.php/20111209131938325
http://www.rvuniversity.com/article.php/20111209131938325
http://www.rvuniversity.com/article.php/20111209131938325
mailto:mark@rveducation101.com


Each day is a new life. Seize it. Live it. 
~ David Guy Powers 

     This Weekôs RV Bulletin Board 
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Start planning 

your 2012 RV 

trips now and.. 

Question: I read one of your articles on LP gas and 

one of the final bullets on dos and don'ts of LP gas 

said:  * Do not go to a gas station to refuel unless you 

extinguish any open flames and/ or pilot lights and 

turn LP gas appliances off. Does this mean you have 

to shut off the refrigerator in your travel trailer if you 

stop for gasoline for your tow vehicle?  

 

Answer: As a safety precaution I strongly recommend you do. It can be a 

bit of a pain with a travel trailer or 5th wheel, but if you travel with the 

refrigerator in the LP gas mode there is an open flame and of course 

gasoline vapors, which could result in a very dangerous mixture. Make sure 

the appliance is actually turned off. If you just turn the gas supply (cylinders) 

off the refrigerator will continue attempting to re-ignite a couple times 

creating sparks which could be even worse.  

 

Bumper Stickers coming soon 



4 

2012 

New Yearõs Special 
 

BUY NOW> 

Since 2006 we have sold over 47,000 copies of my 

book titled ñThe RV Bookò This week only, get our 

best-selling book (in an PDF e-book format) for only 

$14.95. Packed with over 250 pages of helpful RV 

information this e-book retails for $17.95. Purchase 

by 01/01/12 and save over 15% plus no S&H. 

Learn everything 

you need to know 

about your RV in 

one easy to read 

e-book! 

http://rveducation101.com/detailedinformation.asp?ID=4634
http://rveducation101.com/detailedinformation.asp?ID=4634


     RV News for the RV Consumer 

2010 Study on Camping 

A 54-page special report released by The Outdoor 

Foundation, Coleman and Kampgrounds of America 

indicates almost 40 million Americans went camping 

last year. Read what else this informative report has 

to say. 2011 Special Report on Camping 
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               Own a Motorhome? 
Membership in FMCA brings with it a wealth of 

benefits and services, all specially designed to meet 

the needs of motorhome owners.  The value of these 

benefits and services far exceeds the cost of the 

annual dues.                       Click for info 

RV Fire Safety : Always make sure your smoke detector(s) are operating 

properly and that you have an exit plan in the event of a fire.  

3 Taken to Hospital After RV Fills with Smoke  

 

RV Fire Safety Tip: 

Inspect your fire extinguisher before each 

trip and know how to use it.  

Remember the word PASS.  

Pull the pin at the top of the extinguisher, 

Aim the nozzle at the base of the fire, 

Squeeze the handle while standing 

approximately 8 feet from the fire, 

Sweep the nozzle back & forth at the 

base of the fire 

http://www.outdoorfoundation.org/research.camping.2011.html
https://www.fmca.com/index.php?option=com_fmcafamilyjoin&view=join&Itemid=74&MCPID=C20A5F39-EADE-4438-938F-36D6BEFA3C10
https://www.fmca.com/index.php?option=com_fmcafamilyjoin&view=join&Itemid=74&MCPID=C20A5F39-EADE-4438-938F-36D6BEFA3C10
https://www.fmca.com/index.php?option=com_fmcafamilyjoin&view=join&Itemid=74&MCPID=C20A5F39-EADE-4438-938F-36D6BEFA3C10
http://www.10news.com/news/30063654/detail.html


     RV Insurance Corner 
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RV 
Insurance  

Corner 

Are You Looking to Go Full -Time in Your RV?  
 

LŦ ǎƻΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜΚ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘƭȅ Ƙƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ 
and experience the best RVing has to offer you may have gaps in your insurance 
coverage, particularly when you are no longer a homeowner. 
 

Full-timers personal liability is the most important in full-timer protection. When you 
ŀǊŜ ŀ ƘƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊΣ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ 
policy, which protects you when losses occur for which you are legally responsible. 
When you sell your home and become a full-timer, personal liability coverage is lost 
leaving you unprotected. Full-timers personal liability fills that gap by offering 
liability protection wherever your travels take you in the U.S. This is also a required 
coverage by most specialty insurance companies when RV usage exceeds five 
months per year. 
 

Explorer Insurance Agency offers personal liability and other specialty RV programs 
designed specifically for full-time RVers. 
 

For more information or to get a free quote call 1-888-774-6778 

RV Education 101 feels that prevention is the best protection. 
We would like to help educate you about insurance claims and 
bring awareness regarding subjects that you may never have 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘΦ IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ w± ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƛǇΥ 

RV Insurance Corner 

Sponsored by  

http://www.explorerrv.com/
http://www.explorerrv.com/
http://rveducation101.com/
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Each year, about this time, RV show season starts. RV shows, like boat 

shows, are intended to introduce the new model year RVôs, and to help 

disseminate RV related information to the consumer. These shows are 

usually scheduled during the slower selling season, the winter months, to 

help jump start RV sales for the new camping season. RV dealers from miles 

away will bring their wares to these RV shows. For the buyer, RV shows put 

everything you need to see and learn about RVôs under one roof, making it 

the ideal forum to conduct research and make informed RV buying decisions. 

 

                                                                                      continued next page> 

     This Weekôs Feature Article 

 

 



   This Weekôs Feature Article 
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I mentioned that RV dealers will come from miles around to attend RV 

shows. This includes many local dealers from the area in which you live. If at 

all possible you want to find a dealer that is within a reasonable distance 

from where you live. As bad as it sounds, if you buy from an out of state, 

dealer or one far from home the local RV dealer may not give you the best 

service after the sale. But, the most important concern here is that you deal 

with a reputable RV dealer. 

 

A good place to start your search for a reputable RV dealer is at a local RV 

show. When you attend an RV show donôt be afraid to ask questions about 

the RV dealership and the products they offer. For starters you need to find a 

reputable RV dealer with a reputable, professional staff. A reputable dealer 

wants your business and they want you to return to them for future business. 

I have been in many RV dealerships that I wouldnôt hesitate to do business 

with and I have been in others that I couldnôt leave soon enough. Remember, 

youôre at the show to check out the dealer as well as the products they offer, 

and you should plan to visit the RV dealerôs physical location before you buy. 

 

If at all possible talk to some other people who have dealt with the dealership 

in the past. Donôt be afraid to ask them to give you a tour of the dealership. 

Look at the service department. Do they have certified technicians? Do they 

have the capability and facilities to do routine maintenance and warranty 

work on the units they sell? Look at the Parts and Accessory department. Do 

they offer a good selection of parts and accessories? Do they have a good 

selection of RVs to choose from? How long have they been selling certain 

manufacturer brands? How long have they been in business? 

 

With the current shape of the economy you will see some great deals, and 

with all of the excitement, and a good salesperson, itôs easy to make a hasty 

purchase. If they can offer a great deal at the show, chances are they can 

offer a great deal after the show, unless the offer included a manufacturer 

discount or rebate for show dates only. Let them know you might be 

interested in a particular unit or deal, but you want to visit the dealership 

before you buy. 
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There is a lot of ground to cover at an RV show and a wealth of information 

available. Not only will you find a good selection of RV dealers to check out, 

but there will be every make and model of RV imaginable too. RV shows are 

a great place to do some comparison shopping. Keep in mind that RVôs are 

available in entry, mid-line, and high-end models. When comparing prices, 

make sure it is apples to apples. One RV may look like another one, but you 

need to compare the options, construction, equipment and features they both 

have to offer. See who offers the best deal but remember if the RV dealer 

goes out of business next month, or isnôt equipped to work on the RV, your 

best deal may turn out to be a bad deal. 

 

RV shows arenôt just for RV dealers to showcase their products. RV shows 

are a great source for information, from knowledgeable representatives, on 

every aspect of the RV industry. You will find information on campgrounds 

and RV resorts, aftermarket RV products, RV accessories and free RV 

seminars. Some of the seminars offered might be helpful in making some of 

your buying decisions. Check with the show office for RV seminar topics and 

times. 

 

RV shows are also a good place to talk to RV manufacturer representatives 

and other industry experts. Many of the RV manufacturers send 

knowledgeable representatives to assist RV dealers with their products. 

Donôt be afraid to talk with other RVers at the show too. Many of these 

people have years of RV experience and knowledge of different products. 

 

Buying an RV is a major decision. To make the best buying decision possible 

you need to do your research and be well informed.  

 

I would like to offer you my top 10 RV Buying tips to help you make an 

informed RV buying decision. Just click here to watch my RV Buying Tips 

video. ~RV101 

 

Visit a show, make a wise RV buying decision, load it up & JUST RV IT  

   This Weekôs Feature Article  

http://rveducation101.com/videostream/?clip=Buying_Tips


    Books to Read Before You Buy 

An Introduction to RVs DVD 
 

RV Buyerôs Survival Guide E-Book 

Learn everything you need to know about buying an RV  

before you buy & save thousands of dollars 
10 

Read a $17 book and 

save thousands of $, 

sounds like a good 

deal to me ! 

If you are new to the world of RVs and are considering purchasing an 

RV I recommend our DVD titled An Introduction to RVs. If you are a 

new or experienced  RV buyer, and would like to save thousands of 

dollars on your next RV purchase I recommend our best-selling 

paperback or e-book titled RV Buyerôs Survival Guide. 

http://rveducation101.com/detailedinformation.asp?ID=6306
http://rveducation101.com/detailedinformation.asp?ID=1439
http://rveducation101.com/detailedinformation.asp?ID=1439
http://rveducation101.com/detailedinformation.asp?ID=1439
http://rveducation101.com/trainingvideos.htm?siteID=0
http://rvconsumer.com/rv-consumer-buying-tips.asp
http://rveducation101.com/detailedinformation.asp?ID=1439
http://rveducation101.com/detailedinformation.asp?ID=6306
http://rveducation101.com/detailedinformation.asp?ID=3496
http://rveducation101.com/detailedinformation.asp?ID=1439
http://rveducation101.com/detailedinformation.asp?ID=1439
http://rveducation101.com/detailedinformation.asp?ID=1439
http://rveducation101.com/detailedinformation.asp?ID=6306


RV Buzz Quick Tips 

RV Buzz Tip #1 

RV Buzz Tip #2 

Our Checklists for RVers E-book has over 90 
pages of  helpful checklists to assist you  

RV Buzz Tip #3 
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Making one final walk-around the RV can 

prevent costly damage to items like steps and 

TV antennas. Simple checks like checking your 

tires, lights, hitch-work and other items all 

contribute to a safer trip. You should make 

these pre-trip checks every day before 

traveling.  Be sure and check the inside and 

outside of the RV. 

Know the highest point of your RV and always 

be aware of bridges, overpasses and other 

obstructions that may interfere or cause 

damage to the RV. I write the height of the RV 

down and post it where it is easy to see as a 

constant reminder. 

Avoid driving or pulling your RV during bad 

weather and high winds. Because of the size 

and mass of RVôs it can be extremely 

dangerous to travel during periods of high 

winds. Itôs better to get to your destination one 

day later, than to risk traveling in bad weather. 

http://rveducation101.com/detailedinformation.asp?ID=1426
http://rveducation101.com/detailedinformation.asp?ID=1426
http://rveducation101.com/detailedinformation.asp?ID=1426
http://rveducation101.com/detailedinformation.asp?ID=1426
http://rveducation101.com/detailedinformation.asp?ID=1426
http://rveducation101.com/detailedinformation.asp?ID=1426
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CONNECT 

CONNECT 

              Stay Connected to RV Education 101 
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Our You Tube 
channel has 

over  1,000,000  
video views. 
Check it out!  

CONNECT 

CONNECT 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/RV-Education-101/77344605305
http://www.youtube.com/profile?user=rved101
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL48199A694A89BCC8&feature=viewall
https://twitter.com/
http://www.youtube.com/profile?user=rved101
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL48199A694A89BCC8&feature=viewall
http://www.youtube.com/user/rved101?feature=mhee
https://twitter.com/
https://twitter.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/RV-Education-101/77344605305


    Go for the RV Gold Online Program 
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Our Go for the RV Gold program is a self-paced 

online RV training program offering over 45 one-

on-one RV training videos, 50 feature articles, 60 

RV tips and much more.  
 

I give you my personal guarantee that after 

completing this program you will master your RV! 
Mark J. Polk 

Click to watch the introduction video 

3 low monthly 

payments of  

$49.95 or a  

one  time 

payment of  

only $149.85 

You wonôt find 

this quality of 

RV training 

anywhere at 

such a low 

price! 

http://goforthervgold.com/
http://goforthervgold.com/


0ÏÌËȭÓ α 3ÔÅÐ 0ÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ Á 7ÉÓÅ 26 "ÕÙÉÎÇ $ÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ 
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Buying an RV is a major purchase decision. We donôt take the decision to buy 

a house lightly, and buying an RV is no different. You need to do your 

research and be well informed to make the best buying decision possible. 

Letôs take a look at my 7 step process to a wise RV buying decision. 

  

Step 1: Try before you buy 

This is perhaps the most important step of the process. It can be difficult to 

determine if an RV is right for you if you have never used one. Plan a 

weekend or week-long trip and rent an RV to try it out. Renting an RV can be 

a good indicator to gauge if an RV is in your future. Another option is to spend 

a weekend at a campground that rents RVôs already on site. My only caution 

is that you donôt confuse not liking RVôs with not understanding how an RV 

works. If the rental dealer doesnôt give you a thorough orientation of the RV, or 

offer an instructional DVD you should consider purchasing a RV training DVD 

prior to renting the RV. 

  

Step 2:  Attend an RV show 

RV shows are intended to introduce the new model year RVôs and to help 

disseminate RV related information to the consumer. RV shows are usually 

scheduled during the slow time of the year, the winter months, to help jump 

start the selling season. RV shows are a great source for information from 

knowledgeable representatives on every aspect of the RV industry. Attend a 

couple of local RV show before you buy. 

 

Step 3: Which type of RV is right for you and your family?  

RVôs come in numerous types, sizes and price ranges. Know which type of 

RV is right for you and what price fits your budget. Take the time to research 

your specific needs, and how you plan to use the RV. If you plan to travel 

cross-country a motorized RV might make more sense than a towable RV. If 

you plan to go camping in the backwoods, off the beaten trail, a pop up, truck 

camper or toy hauler would probably make more sense. If you plan to travel 

and live full time in the RV a 5th wheel trailer would be a wise decision. The 

right type of RV is out there, you just need to find it. 

http://rveducation101.com/trainingvideos.htm?siteID=0
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Step 4: New Vs. Used? 

This is a major consideration before you purchase an RV. To assist you with 

this decision think again about how you plan to use the RV and what your 

budget is. If you only plan to take a couple of weekend trips, or use it for one 

or two weeks out of the year, a used RV might be best for you. If you plan to 

travel and live fulltime in the RV you should probably consider a new RV. In 

either case, consider your financial situation; it wonôt do you any good to own 

an RV if there isnôt enough money left over in the budget to enjoy it. 
 

Step 5: Do your research 

Buying an RV is a major investment, similar to an automobile or your home. 

You need to do your research before you buy. There are lots of RV 

manufacturers and RV brands to choose from. You can research 

manufacturers on the internet, request brochures, take factory tours and 

attend local RV shows to learn more about all of the options you have. 

Consider how the RV is constructed, how long the manufacturer has been in 

business and how long the warranty period is good for before you buy. 
 

Step 6: Buy from a reputable RV dealership 

A reputable RV dealership will have a professional sales, parts and service 

staff to take care of all of your needs. This is an important consideration during 

and after the purchase of your RV. Itôs important that you select the right type, 

floor plan and brand of RV for you and your family, and that there are qualified 

technicians to service the unit after the sale. A reputable RV dealership can 

make your RV ownership experiences much more pleasurable. 
 

Step 7: Protect your investment 

When you purchase your RV consider some other factors that will help protect 

your investment. I recommend looking into some type of extended service 

contract that goes beyond the manufacturer warranty period. There are 

numerous plans available, so shop around for the best deal. Get specialized 

RV insurance coverage. Itôs different from your home and auto policy. When 

you need specialized RV coverage youôll be glad you have it.  

  

Welcome to the wonderful world of RVôs! 

 

RV 101 



  Some Interesting RV Trivia & History 
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What is a Recreation Vehicle? 

In North American English the term Recreational Vehicle, and its 

acronym (RV), are generally used to refer to an enclosed piece of 

equipment dually used as both a vehicle and a temporary travel home. 

RVs are intended for everything from brief leisure activities such as 

vacations and camping, to full-time living. The Recreation Vehicle 

Industry Association (RVIA) definition of RV is a vehicle that combines 

transportation and temporary living quarters for travel, recreation and 

camping. 
 

 Both of these definitions recognize an RV as a vehicle or enclosed 

piece of equipment used for transportation and temporary living 

quarters. Based on this definition I think it is safe to say that the 

evolution of RVôs in America began with the covered wagon when 

hundreds of thousands of settlers would head west in the mid 1800ôs 

for the promise of free land, a better life and to fulfill their 

adventuresome spirit.  

 

Can you imagine what the pioneers and nomads of yesteryear would 

say if they saw the way we traveled the country by RV today?  

 The first RVs in America Modern day RVs in America 
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Modified Farm Wagons 
The western wagon was for the most part a modified farm wagon. 

They were usually smaller and lighter than a prairie schooner and 

only required two to four horses to pull it. Actually the early 

pioneers quickly discovered that horses were not the best option 

for pulling their wagons to the west. Horses couldnôt live off of 

prairie grass and sage and needed water more often. Oxen and 

mules became the choice to power the wagons and more often 

than not pioneers used oxen rather than mules because they 

were stronger and easier to work with. The downside was oxen 

were much slower than horses.  

  More Interesting RV Trivia & History  

Early Modified Farm Wagon  

These old wagons 

looked simple, 

but they were 

quite advanced 

for the times!  

http://rveducation101.com/


     U of RV ñHow Toò  Videos 

Click here 

to Play 

Steer Safe Installation 

Click Here 

to Play 

Improving Fuel Economy 
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Improving Fuel Economy 

To learn more about this product click to watch the video  

RV Steer Safe Installation  

http://www.youtube.com/profile?user=rved101
http://www.youtube.com/profile?user=rved101
http://www.youtube.com/profile?user=rved101
http://www.youtube.com/profile?user=rved101
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rd31h_dsOhY
http://www.batteryminders.com/batterycharger/catalog/Camping-RV-Battery-Chargers-orderby0-p-1-c-243.html
http://rveducation101.com/videostream/?clip=Battery_Minder
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rd31h_dsOhY


   Cold Weather RVing  

     Play & Learn RV Crossword Puzzle 

Click  

To Play 
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R   U 

RV 

Educated ?  

http://www.rvuniversity.com/crosswords/17.html
http://rvconsumer.com/
http://www.rvuniversity.com/
http://rveducation101.com/
http://www.rvuniversity.com/crosswords/17.html
http://www.rvuniversity.com/crosswords/17.html
http://rvconsumer.com/rv-consumer-buying-tips.asp


       

 

 

      

 

 

 

      That wraps up another U of RV e-newsletter. We hope you enjoyed this weekôs 

edition and keep an eye out for next weekôs edition.  

 

      We want our e-newsletters to be enjoyable to read,  but more importantly we 

want them to be educational. If there are topics you would like to see in future 

issues e-mail me at Mark@rveducation101.com and let me know what they 

are.  Weôll see you right back here again next week.  

 

      Until then happy RV learning , 

      Mark & Dawn Polk 

     

ENJOY YOUR RV: Donôt 

give up on your dreams of 

exploring the country in 

your RV; instead plan to 

make your dreams come 

true. You worked hard to 

buy the RV, now you need 

to work just as hard on 

enjoying your RV. Plan 

your RV trip, load it up, 

hook it up, fuel it up 

andé 

 U of RV 
 E-Newsletter 
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mailto:Mark@rveducation101.com
http://www.rvuniversity.com/


           

 Our goal with this RV e-newsletter is to provide you with helpful information to  

make all of your RV experiences more enjoyable. I left my position as an RV Sales  

and F&I manager in 1999 to start my own company, RV Education 101.  
 

We produce RV educational videos, DVDs and e-books on how to safely &  

properly use and maintain your RV. The reason I left my job was due to my 

concern about the lack of educational and safety awareness material available to 

the RV consumer, in other words, you.  
 

My wife Dawn left her position in RV sales to help start the company and is our 

Sales and Marketing Director. We currently have a 35-foot Class A motor home & 

a 16-foot vintage Yellowstone trailer . We have two boys, Tyler 15 and Josh 21,  

both avid RVers and three dogs, Roxie, Gracie and Buck. 
 

Copyright , Mark J. Polk except where indicated otherwise. All Rights Reserved  

worldwide. Reprint only with permission from copyright holder(s). All trademarks  

are the property of their respective owners. All content provided as is. Not all 

content may be the opinion of the e-newsletter editorial staff or RV Education 101.   
 

Advertisers are solely responsible for ad content. To subscribe please visit  

our sign up page. All RV Education e-newsletters are opt-in e-newsletters,  

delivered by subscription only. We neither use nor endorse the use of spam. Your  

e-mail address will only be used to distribute RV Education 101 e-news and will 

 never be sold or given to any other entity.  
 

If you would like to learn more about us and RV Education 101 please visit 

www.rveducation101.com  
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