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To get advice on your RV insurance or 

request an insurance quote, please give 

us a call at 888-774-6778. An Explorer 

representative will be happy to discuss 

your specific RV insurance needs. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.explorerrv.com/quote-stage-1/Default.aspx?&&hsCtaTracking=c92af7ae-4c01-4076-beaf-759c2b6d51e5%7C503c185e-055e-4dfb-a3a6-a85db718c841


 Quote of the Month 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I am looking forward to the 2012 
camping season. We planned a 
ŦŜǿ ŎŀƳǇƛƴƎ ǘǊƛǇǎΣ ǎƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
left now is to wait for the dates 

to get here and 
 

L ŀƳ ŀ ŦƛǊƳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ ƛƴΣ ά LŦ ȅƻǳ 
Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǘΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦέ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ 
important to plan your RV trips 
and lock in dates in advance. Last 
ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 
camping season was limited to a 
few short spur of the moment RV 
trips.  
 

My goal this year is to plan, and 
take some fun RV trips. Tyler, our 
youngest son, still enjoys trips in 
the RV. I want to take advantage 
of that as long as possible. It 
seems like before you know it 
they are grown and gone. I hope 
the RV memories our boys have 
will be passed down to future 
generations of RVers. 
 

Mark 
www.rveducation101.com 
www.rvconsumer.com 
www.rvuniversity.com 
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  CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ŘŜǎƪ Mark 
  Polk 

άCƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ Ƴȅ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŎŀƳǇƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ 
roughing it in tents; my passion for camping 
remains, but the tents have evolved into 
w±ΩǎΦέ ~ Mark Polk  
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And you can monitor the towed vehicle 
tires too. I personally use a Tire Minder 
TPMS by Minder Research, Inc. There are 
lots of reputable TPMS products on the 
market, so list what features are important 
to you and see what TPMS product suits 
your specific needs.  
 

Steering Stabilizer: If you own a 
motorhome you spend lots of time behind 
the steering wheel, and you want the 
drive to be as enjoyable as possible. 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άDŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 
ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴΦέ bƻǘ ƭƻƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ 
our motorhome I realized I wanted to 
upgrade the steering . The steering can be 
severely affected by passing trucks, ruts in 
the road or high winds. Some steering 
issues can result in white knuckle driving 
experiences that quickly take the fun out 
of getting there. There are lots of  
aftermarket steering stabilizers and 
steering controls designed to keep a 
motorhome steering straight when you 
need it most. I personally use a product 
called Steer Safe, and I am very pleased 
with its performance. Once again 
determine what features you are looking 
for and research steering products 
available on the market. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                          
 

We all enjoy traveling and camping in our 
RVs, and I think most RV owners like to 
think of ways to enhance the RV 
experience.  It might be a product to help 
improve the drivability, address a safety 
concern, or just a fun accessory to have 
when you arrive at your destination. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GPS for RVers: The first product is a good 
Global Positioning System. The 
technology is available so why not use it. 
A good GPS can make getting to your 
camping destination less stressful. And a 
GPS designed with specific RV features is 
even better. Recently GPS manufacturers 
have stepped forward when it comes to 
catering to the RV consumer. Think about 
what RV features are important to you 
and research what GPS products are 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΦ .ǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
throw your road atlas away, just in case.  
 

Tire Pressure Monitoring System: Now 
that we can find our destination in a snap 
we want to get there safely. The second 
product I recommend is a Tire Pressure 
Monitoring System (TPMS). There is no 
easier way to check the air pressure in 
your tires, monitor the tires for a loss in 
pressure, or detect high temperature 
conditions than with a good TPMS. 

5 www.rvconsumer.com 

By Mark Polk 

I am not affiliated with the products I 
may mention. My goal with this article 
is not to recommend a particular 
aftermarket product, but simply to 
point out some products that might 
enhance your RV experiences. 

     Go for the RV Gold Online Training Program 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGYzD72qu4c
http://goforthervgold.com/
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Surge Guard: When you arrive at your 
destination and plug the RV into an electrical 
source you confront a whole new set of 
potential problems. Next on my list is a 
product designed to protect the electrical 
system of your RV. You have thousands of 
dollars worth of sophisticated and sensitive 
electronic equipment in your RV.  A few 
short seconds of faulty power can damage 
appliances and electronics like stereos, 
satellite systems, microwaves, televisions 
and computer equipment. I use a product 
called Surge Guard for added security and 
protection. It checks the power pedestal for 
improper wiring and it protects the electrical 
system from over and under voltage 
conditions. Better safe than sorry. 
 

Central Vacuum Cleaner: When you are at 
the campground, or when you get back 
ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƻǊƘƻƳŜ 
this product makes the job much easier. I 
installed a Dirt Devil central vacuum cleaner 
designed specifically for RVs. The canister 
can be installed in an out of the way place 
with easy access to the inlet valve on the 
interior of the RV. The Dirt Devil is powerful, 
has a hose that extends 35 feet and comes 
with attachments that can be used on 
almost every surface in the RV. And no more 
concerns about storing a bulky vacuum 
cleaner in the RV! 
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ventilation Products: Last but certainly 
not least is a product that helps with 
ǾŜƴǘƛƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ w±Ωǎ 
for a while you already know that your  
RV needs ventilation for many different 
reasons: to reduce heat build-up, to let 
stale musty air and cooking odors 
escape and to improve the inside air 
quality. Unless you fulltime, chances 
are your motorhome sits in storage for 
periods of non-use. If it is stored 
outside the roof vents can only be 
opened when the weather is nice. Roof 
vent covers solve this problem and 
many other ventilation issues we are 
confronted with. I use Maxx Air vent 
covers and other Maxx Air products on 
our motorhome. If you place vent 
covers on opposite ends of the RV it 
helps promote good cross ventilation. 
RV 101 

RV Aftermarket Products  

Steer Safe 

Maxx Air 

Surge Guard 

Dirt  Devil 

Steer Safe Video Surge Guard Video 

Dirt Devil Video Maxx Air Video 

Watch the Product Videos 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S2eJPWe6RP8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EucVlelkW_E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bZY3JCxAg0k
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1cual2q2y2I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S2eJPWe6RP8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EucVlelkW_E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bZY3JCxAg0k
http://www.batteryminders.com/batterycharger/catalog/Camping-RV-Battery-Chargers-orderby0-p-1-c-243.html
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Over the years I have written 

numerous articles about water filtration, 

water quality and sanitizing your RV 

water system. There are lots of 

reasons to be concerned about the 

water we drink, especially when it 

comes to RVôs. Traveling in an RV 

means you camp at different 

destinations and donôt really know 

anything about the quality of the water 

you are using or drinking. 

It seems like every day you hear more and more about what is in the water we drink 

and how it can impact our health. I have always been an advocate for filtering the water 

in an RV, and I am always on the lookout for the best possible method for filtering water. 
 

At one of the RV conventions I attended I had the opportunity to talk to Jerry Rademan, 

president and chemist behind the Metal Trap Ultra Dual filtration system, by Hydropure 

Technologies. Jerry has a true passion for clean drinking water and water purification. 

He explained to me that the Metal Trap Ultra Dual System is the only filter system 

commercially available that will eliminate or significantly reduce all contaminants in one 

single system. He said, ñThe people at Hydro Pure Technologies are dedicated to our 

families and to our customers. We think there is no other food source that impacts the 

health aspect of our lives as clean drinking water! It is our goal to provide the best 

quality water that is available commercially.ò  
 

Then Jerry challenged me. He said he would send me a Metal Trap Ultra filter system 

and let me be the judge. Shortly after returning home from the convention I received the 

Metal Trap Ultra Dual water filter system. I installed the 6,000 gallon rated system on 

our RV. The installation was quite simple. Watch the water filter installation video here.  
 

The thing I really like about the Metal Trap Ultra Dual System is that it works for both 

well water and city water, so it only makes sense that it would be great for RV 

applications.                                                                                                     continued                                                         

By Mark Polk 

http://rveducation101.com/detailedinformation.asp?ID=7451
http://rveducation101.com/videostream/indexProducts.htm?clip=Metal_Trap_Ultra
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It filters out metals like iron, manganese, and copper and it also removes 

hydrogen sulfide, which causes the rotten egg smell found in most well-water 

sources. It also filters out chlorine and chlorinated organic compounds that can 

be carcinogenic and it removes residual pharmaceuticals, pesticides and 

herbicides that can find their way into our city drinking water.   
 

The metal trap Ultra dual system works on chemical oxidation, absorption and 

ion exchange principals that both remove and trap these metals and other 

unwanted contaminants. Most other filters work on physically straining the 

water, which doesnôt remove the contaminants that are dissolved in the water. 

When the water enters the Metal Trap filter the unwanted contaminants get 

oxidized and are trapped in the filter body. The activated carbon filters out the 

foul tasting and potentially harmful chemicals and contaminants. When the 

water enters the second filter it goes through a one micron sediment filter which 

filters out viruses, bacteria, fine silt, oxidized metals and un-dissolved calcium 

particles greater than one micron in size. 
 

The real test came after the system was installed, and it passed with flying 

colors. My wife said it lived up to Jerryôs claim when he said that water filtered 

through a Metal Trap Ultra filter system is better than any bottled water and 

better tasting too. RV 101 

Water pressure at campgrounds can be 

extremely high and can cause  

damage to your RV plumbing  

system. Always use a water  

pressure regulator when you  

hook-up to the campground water supply. 

Always connect the water pressure 

regulator directly to the campground water 

source. This way you regulate the water 

pressure where the water pressure 

originates. Itôs also a good idea to turn the 

water supply off if youôre going to be away 

from the campground for extended 

periods of time. RV 101 

Did you know:  
Á The average RVer is 48 years old. 
 

Á The typical RVer has a median 
income of $62,000. 
 

Á 39% of RVers have children under 18 
living at home. 
 

Á RV owners aged 35 to 54 showed 
the largest gain in ownership rates. 
 

Á RV ownership among those aged 55 
and older has risen from 8.6% in 2005 
to 9.3%  
 

Source: RV consumer demographics  for RVIA 

from  the University of Michigan 

 RV Consumer Demographics 

http://rveducation101.com/detailedinformation.asp?ID=7451
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Make your least favorite job at the campground much easier 

by using an EZ Coupler  Bayonet Sewer System with rotating 

fittings. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Watch 

Video 

Our goal is to promote getting out and using your RV. Plan your 
RV trip, load it up, hook it up, fuel it up & JUST RV IT  

Get your bumper 

sticker and join 

our JUST RV IT 

campaign.  2 to choose 

from only $2.95 

free shipping 

 Buy Now 

http://rveducation101.com/videostream/indexProducts.htm?clip=Valterra_video_3A
http://rveducation101.com/videostream/indexProducts.htm?clip=Valterra_video_3A

